


South Central
Summary
Reminder of office hours
From May 1 to Sep-
tember 30 the office
is open from 7 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m.
E-Z Pay makes bill paying E-Z
s We are hap-
= :2{ !— ~w#| py to report
==/ 7 | that members
ry continue to
: sign up for
the E-Z Pay program. Under this
program you can have the amount
of your electric bill deducted from
your checking account automati-
cally. If you are interested, contact
the St. James office (507-375-3164).
Office closed Friday, July 3
In observance of
the Independence Day
holiday, the office
will be closed Friday,
July 3.
County fair time again
We will have a booth at the
Watonwan County
Fair July 8-12 and
at the Cottonwood
County Fair August
19-23. At each fair
we will give away a $100 credit on
a South Central Electric energy bill
as a prize.
Planning ahead
If anyone has plans for any
new construction
or the upgrading
of existing corn
dryer systems, we
would like to hear from you as soon
as possible. This gives us time to
order the necessary materials and
schedule your project amid all of
our other summer construction
tasks. Thank you. ¥
@

Save with central air conditioner
and air-to-air heat pump rebates

South Central Electric requires that
you purchase a unit that is Energy-Star
rated. It must also have a SEER rating of
14 or higher and be on the load manage-
ment program. Additional requirements
include:

1) The dealer you buy the air condi-
tioner or heat pump from must be a cer-
tified installer. That means they passed
a certification test to qualify.

2) The certified dealer, when install-
ing the heat pump or air conditioner,
must do certain tests on your duct sys-
tem to prove you are getting the ex-
pected efficiency. A system that does
not demonstrate the proper efficiency
level will not qualify for the rebate.

These changes were made to improve
the efficiency of these systems and re-
duce kilowatt-hour usage. A properly-installed system matched with properly-
sized duct system will provide excellent heating and air conditioning comfort
at the least possible amount of energy usage.

The 2009 rebate amounts for a qualified installed heat pump or air conditioner
system is as follows:

SEER 14 -14.9 $180
SEER 15 -15.9 $280
SEER 16 - Higher ~ $330 %

Before you reach for the
shovel reach for the phone

Whenever you plan to do any dig-
ging it is imperative that you call Go-
pher State One Call (1-800-252-1166)
at least 48 hours (excluding weekends)
before you dig. This allows the people
at the Gopher State One Call office to
notify all area utilities and gives them
time to come out and locate any buried

utility lines. The one thing that members
don’t hear about often enough is that any of the underground secondary wires
(wires from the meter to the buildings) need to be located by your electrician.
Gopher State One Call does not notify electricians. Make sure all the buried
lines in your yard are located before you start digging. It will save you time,
money and possibly your life.
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Use your electric meter to help
solve electrical usage mysteries

Sometimes the amount of electric-
ity you use seems to be a mystery. In
order to figure out where the energy is
going you can use your electric meter
to help locate possible underground or
overhead wiring “leaks” between the
main meter and each building and, in
some cases, test the individual circuit
inside the building.

Step one — turn off the main dis-
connect. The disk on the electric meter
only turns if electricity is being used.
If the disk stops, the disconnect is
working properly. Occasionally well
pumps are connected after the meter
and before the main disconnect for
fire purposes and if this is the case the
meter may not stop. Check the well
for a separate disconnect.

If the meter has completely stopped,
you can proceed with the next step in
troubleshooting. The idea is to ener-
gize as much of your electrical system
as possible, one circuit at a time and
still have a stopped meter disk.

Step two — turn off the main fuse
or breaker in all buildings. Then turn
on the main disconnect. If the meter
disk is still stopped, this tells you that
all wiring from the main disconnect to
each buildings main fuse or breaker
is okay.

Step three — proceed with each
individual building by unplugging or
turning off everything that could use

Look up and live

You’ve heard it all before, but
remember that making any contact
with electric power lines is very dan-
gerous. Electricity naturally flows to
the ground through anything that will
carry current — including people.

Although electric power lines are

well out of a person’s normal reach, carrying ladders, raising pipes, moving
equipment with booms and climbing in trees can bring people in close contact
with high voltage power lines. Remember, these lines are NOT insulated; touch-
ing one can cause serious injury or death.

If you’re moving equipment that might not clear a power line, do not try to
raise the lines by hand! Call South Central Electric to provide the help you need.
Before you raise that ladder, put up an antenna, lift a long section of pipe, move
a boat with a raised mast or move a grain auger that has not been lowered to its

lowest position, look up and live. ¥
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electricity. Then turn on that build-
ing’s electrical box or breaker. To fur-
ther pinpoint possible trouble, turn on
each main fuse or circuit breaker in
each building, one at a time.

Continue this process until one of
two things result — if the meter disk
is stopped, you’re okay; if the disk is
turning and the appliances are off, you
have discovered the source of trouble.

Common sources of trouble include
electrical faults in wiring systems that
are due to physical damage, moisture
and dirt, along with improper connec-
tions.

Sometimes you’ll find equipment
using electricity that you thought was
turned off. It could be a livestock wa-
ter fountain heater, thermostat, base-
ment or attic lights.

If no explanation is found, then you
must start looking at individual appli-
ances with separate test meters. ¥

Be careful with
those ladders

Spring and
summer are
busy times for
ladders. Peo-
ple use them to
clean out rain
gutters, wash
outside windows and paint the house
— don’t forget to look up. Overhead
power lines and ladders--especially
aluminum ladders--can be a deadly
combination. Always carry the ladder
horizontally and before you set it up,
check carefully to make sure you won’t
contact the power lines overhead. %

pio)

Carry ladders horizontally!




Save on appliances with SCEA's
Appliance Rebate Program
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Completed applications will be processed on a first-come, first-served
basis as they are received in our office. Rebate applications can be re-
quested by calling the St. James office between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday (507-375-3164). The program will end when
funds are exhausted.

The appliance must be “Energy Star” rated, purchased in 2009 and
installed within South Central Electric Association’s service area. The
rebate will be applied to the member’s energy bill.

Qualified appliances

* Clothes Washer $25 credit applied to the energy bill

* Dehumidifier $25 credit applied to the energy bill

* Freezer $25 credit applied to the energy bill

* Refrigerator $25 credit applied to the energy bill
Recycle your old refrigerator

If you purchase a new “Energy Star” qualified refrigerator and you
recycle your old refrigerator, you will qualify for an additional $50 bonus.
To apply for the rebate

1. Complete the appliance rebate form (available by calling the South
Central Electric office between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. weekdays).

2. Supply a copy of the original sales receipt for the appliance.

3. Supply a copy of the yellow energy tag showing the “Energy Star”
logo.

4. If you purchased a new “Energy Star” refrigerator and have recycled
your old refrigerator, attach a copy of the receipt from a certified recycling
center and receive the additional $50 bonus applied to your electric bill. §
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Official monthly newsletter

South Central Electric
71176 Tiell Dr., PO Box 150,
St. James, MN 56081-0150
E-mail address: sce @ southcentralelectric.com
Web: www.southcentralelectric.com

Office hours: Monday through Friday
May 1 through September 30: 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
October 1 through April 30: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Tom Malone, General Manager

Board of Directors

Albert Haler, President ¢ Bruce Falk, V. President
Brent Imker, Secretary * Wilbert Sieg
Richard Johnson, Treasurer « Mark Sandberg
Ron Jorgenson
The Board meets the fourth Tuesday of the month at
South Central Electric’s building at 71176 Tiell, Dr.,
St. James, MN.

Stay safe with
a working GFCI

—

Ground-fault circuit interrupters (GFCls)
are great safety devices — if they work
properly. You don’t want to find out the hard
way that your GFCI isn’t working right so
test each one monthly. An easy and safe way
to test the outlet is to plug in a nightlight
and turn it on. Press the “test” button on the
outlet. If the light turns off, the outlet is fine;
if the “reset” button pops out but the light
stays on, the GFCI isn’t working. Press the
‘reset’ button to return the outlet to normal,
and then call an electrician right away to
replace the outlet. %
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